FTS Frequently Asked Questions

How can donors and agencies report contributions to FTS?

Regular reporting mechanisms exist between most donor HQs and FTS, so if a donor field office spots a contribution currently missing from FTS, the first step is to have your HQ report it.  If the field office exceptionally wants to report a contribution directly, reporting methods aren't too formal.  Field offices can inform FTS of contributions in a variety of ways: by e-mail (to fts@reliefweb.int), fax, letter, via our on-line form (www.reliefweb.int/fts, then click the "donor page" link at right), or whatever verifiable method they find most convenient.  For example, they can simply forward to FTS a copy of the funding contract or letter of commitment.  We aim to not cause field staff any significant extra work.  If a donor does not use our on-line form, we only ask that they specify at least the following:

1. amount in original currency (e.g. euros, USD), or if in-kind, the amount, description, and value of goods.

2. donor country and organisation (e.g. US / OFDA, EC / ECHO).

3. date of contribution.

4. whether the contribution is a pledge, commitment, or disbursement (see definitions on FTS home page).

5. relevant CAP project code (if the project was registered in a CA) or project description.

FTS also seeks information on agencies’ use of private or unearmarked funds for humanitarian projects.  If you are aware of any such allocations or expenditure that do not appear on FTS, please contact the agency and ask them to report it to FTS.

 Doesn’t FTS cover only CAP contributions, or only countries with CAPs?

No—FTS’ database contains all humanitarian contributions reported by appealing agencies and donors, whether to projects registered or not registered in CAPs, and for countries where there is no CAP (Consolidated Appeal Process).  FTS’ aim is to be a global humanitarian financial tracking service.

Why should NGOs bother to register project proposals in CAs?

The CAP increases donors’ confidence that appealing agencies’ projects are linked to the humanitarian community’s collective strategy and goals in a given crisis.  NGOs and UN agencies alike should perhaps think less in terms of "seeking funding for their proposals through the CAP" (though we would all be pleased if donors decide to fund projects on the basis of their summaries in CA documents, as occasionally happens), and more in terms of registering their proposals—which they will still pursue through their usual funding channels—in the CA as a way of publicising them and certifying the proposals' coherence with the common humanitarian action plan, and dovetailing with other proposed activities.  Such inclusive registration of planned projects also helps to publicise the full scale of humanitarian action and resource needs in a given crisis.  

How does FTS define humanitarian aid for statistical purposes?

Historically, for activities outside CAPs, FTS has let donors and implementing agencies self-define humanitarian activities and contributions.  To achieve more consistency, FTS and a working group of the Good Humanitarian Donorship initiative have drafted a fairly broad definition to apply in case of doubt.  The definition will be applied from January 2005.
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